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armedrobberyandam&am

After questioning jury foreman, Prince
George’s Ciyenit Court]udge Richard H. Sotho-
rog’ Jr du:h'ed a hung Jury on the felony

dedamdmelf

Shawm Strick:
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Sothoron, over defense objections; then ac-
cepted a partial verdict from the jury on the two
other counts Strickland faced.

The jury, which deliberated for more than
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Md. Jury Deadlocks on Muirder Charge
! In Slaymg of Off—Duty District Officer

days, found Sirickland guilly .
' Q{armedrobberyandthenseofabandmm
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. the: commission of a felony. Pmsamm said
r}heywﬂre&ysnkhndonthemwducharge.

very disappointed,” Prince George’s-

Cou.uty Statc'smtorney]nck B. Johuson said.

Stmkhndmomnﬂhee men accused of
mbbingSmnh.bmhedﬂnotshoothhn.Undu
Maryland Jaw, bowever, anyone involved in
committing a felony, such as armed Tobbery,
1y also be convicted of a murder that accurred
% Owping the crime. A defendant may also be
mmmeddkhuymurﬂerdhewmesape
the “immediate scene” of a robbery that results
in murder.

Strickland could have been sentesced to fife
in prison without parole if he had been convicted

See STRICKLAND, B4, Col 1 -
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No Verdlct on Murder Char e

In Slaying of Off-Duty thcer

S‘IR.ICKIAN'D, From B

offelony murder. He can be sentenced
to a maximum of 20 years in prison on
each of the two cherges of which he
was convicted,

“Obviously, we're pleased ” defense

- attorney Michael Blumenthal sald, *T

*don't think there wes an attoraey
within 300 miles of here who didn't
“think it would be a guilty verdict
within 10 minutes.” .

Jury foreman Victo Laczo said the
final vote on the murder charge was 7
to 5 for conviction, The furors who

voted for cquittal said the robhery
wa: separate from the shooting, Laczo
Bl

Taking the stand fn his own de-
fense, Strickland had tcu’fulb de
scribed Smith's slaying as “sense-
less.”

“He died for no good reason”
Strickland testified:

On the stand, he admitted that be
and two co-defendants robbed Smith
on Feb. 26 in the parking lot of the
Forestville apartment complex where
the young officer lived with his wife
and two children.

In his testimony, he blamed code

fendant Antwan DeIonta Bmwn, %,

for the slaying,
-Strickland testified that he held o

gun on Smith, made him He face down -

on the ground, and took his'wallet rnd-
badge. Sirickiand testified that be left
Smith ucharmed on the ground and’
&3 be rounded the corner of a build-
Ing, ren into co-defendant Brown, the
accused ‘triggerman. When Brown
asked for his gun back, hegavento
him, Strickland tesfified,

Strickland testified that he got inta
the getawsy car, then heard three
gunshots, Smith was ghot three times
in the back of the head.

Blumenthal argued that Strickland

,should 'not be ‘held accountable for

Brown's actions: Brown is-16'go on

- trigl In March, Anthony Allen Crawley,

39, pleaded guilty to felony murder n
September end awsits sentencing,

* . Atthe trial's outset, Chandra Smith,

the victim's widow, bolted from her

seat, leaned over 2 wooden barfier

and screamed st Strickland, *You
killed my husband! You killed my
husband|” She was escortsd  otit snd
baned from the courtroom for the
restof thetrial.
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Donevan Shaw
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