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From her second-row sest in ﬂf‘ﬁ‘ﬁper
Marlboro courtroom, Chandra Smith whim-
pered soflly yesterday as e prosecutor told
jurors how her husband, an off-duty D.C.
police officer, had pleaded for his life before
he was shot three times in the head during a

__;,obbery last year,

- ‘The young widow’s whimpers turned into-

gobs as the Prince George's County prosecu:

“Tor told the.jury that her husband had

;Zﬁeaded “Please doo't shoot me. I have a wife
*and a kid." Then she bolted from her seatand
leaned into the well of the courtroom to
confront delendant Donovan Shewn Strick-
land. “You killed my husband! You lilled my
husband!” she wailed, ‘l.nak atme.”

'Gnewng Widoi's Outburst
Jolts Pr. George’s Courtroom

She Confronts Suspect, Wails You Killed My Husband!’

ATy

Hig gaze ca.uzhl. hers and as her parents

 #nd 4 balliff rushed to her, Smith, 29, howied

{h: her tears; “My sod has no father!
*-Mysonhasno fatherl"

-The jolting display of anger and grief
occurred barely two minutes into the opgh |
ing ststements at Strickland’s murder trial. .
Strickland, 29, and two othiers were chatged
with killing Oliver Weadell Smith Jr. on Feb.
26 in the parking lot of his Forestvills
apartment building as the officer, in plain
clothes, was returning home from work,

Prosecutors allege that the three men
were robbing Smith when one of the sssail-
ants opened Smith's wallst and discovered
that he was a .C. police officer. They forced
him to the pavement and fired three bullets
{nto the back of ils head, prosecutors sald.

See OUTBURST, E6, Col.2

FRA L AR

' ; ' l\'l rmwmnr \m.umou
Dono-m ‘Shawn Strickland, laft, and his attomey wsteh as Asslstant State's Attorney Willh
M Manlaohlanhim&n Smith, the ofﬁcar s wld:wqmat slu may not stay inthe courlmnm
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Anthouoy Allen Crawiey, 39, plead-

ed guilty to felony murder in Septem-

ber and |S awaiting sestencing. Al
Jeged triggerman Antwan Delonta
* Brown, 24, of Landover, is scheduled
to go on frial in March,

Yesterday, after the outburst from

the griefstricken Smith, her parents

and the bailiff tly but firmly
grabbed her and fed her outside the
cottrtroom into a hallway. The defen-
dant dropped his bead onto the
defense table.
Frommadethecmtrh‘oom,Smtth
could still be heard sobbing: *He killed
my husband! He kiled my husband!*
The spasm of grief came as Assis-
tmtStai:sAnomeyWiIhamM Mani-
co tried to make his opening state-
ment, and it left many in the packed

' Strickland’s attorney, Michael
' Blumenthal, asked Prince George's
County C i t CourtJudge Richard
H. Sothoron Jr. for a mistrial on the
grounds that the outburst prejudiced
jurors against his client.

Sothoron cleared the courtroom
Of everyone except the attorneys
involved in the case and courtreom.
workers. H2 heard from the atbor
neys, then questioned each of the
jurorsindividually.

~ courtroom in shunned silence.

Chandea Smith sits mammmmumsmmmmmumdmmww .
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After abouit 90 minutes, Sofboron  Ti-his ool Sl e,

reopened thé. courtroom and an-"” mt.andmhummpgdgdmnnd
nounced that based on his readifigof - opening = statement; Mapico - said
case law, hie was denying the motion-. Strickland adniitted to police that he
for a m.lﬁs;!al. Sothoron hmmd all lhi mﬂ&fgx}nﬁzzﬁnﬂm wlnle Crawley .
he&tahm Snmhs  display ba?he::: m' lppnﬂg smlgk‘
33 palice gun; Drowa 1
‘ pressedn ainstrhé!iackofhths: £
: ‘TTEBldksfqutlﬂﬂ!. I.. _; mm;ihﬂ*ﬂn Nﬁﬂﬂ&ﬂ“ﬂt
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with M. Strickland’s . :;:’w;‘;ﬁwmﬂim m"“u“’“"l
t hie too! n; Mamco
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impartial irial. O bl speniog setemint deielss-
B -Iud‘kahhardli.&ﬂ:m]r alttrney Blumeathal acknowied;gd
thatSl:rickiandmsxudtyofrohhﬁy'

would nutaﬁzd,thwabihlytoba wﬁh:deadlrwmpouandnﬁ
impartial. i the commission ar
Sothoron snd that dasphyeo! qmo— mmeof violence—acts for whlcb
hon in courtrooms are not unusual . .could besenienwdloammmu
tpalsuchscenesdonotmctsuﬂ- 20 years in prison. £
Iy entitle adefendant to 2amistrial .. -~ But Bhumenthal - argugd
“I feel that the disruption in this Brown, pot Strickland, should &f
case does not interfere with Mr.  held accountable for Smith’s slaying. '
Smckhndsngh(:oaﬁwandmpar “] ask you to retura a verdict that,
tial trial,” Sothoron said. However, the  reguires: Donnie Strickland to an:

judge excluded Chandra Smith from = swer for what Donnie Strickland’

the courtroom. Asa potential prosecu-  did,” Blumenthal said. “Leaye for
tion witness, she was not supposed to . another day, another mry the ac-
be in the courtroom yesterday. tions of Antwan Brown.”
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